
Dear Friends 
 
On our recent Parish Retreat, 14 of us spent 4 nights at Nicholaston 
House, a Christian Conference Centre on the Gower Peninsula in South 
Wales. It was, as usual, a mixture of worship, quiet times, input and 
discussion, and free time to enjoy the beautiful garden or explore the 
glorious coast. Our theme was “Everyone has L-plates”; in other words, it 
was about discipleship, and each day we had a sort of sub-heading 
which focused our thoughts and prayers – first, “Alone or Together?”, 
then, “Disappointment and Hardship”, then, “Joy and Fulfilment”. In the 
3rd session we looked at the joy of the disciples on seeing the risen 
Christ (John 20: 19-20), and then at the spreading outwards (fulfilment) 
of that joy in the infant Church – especially in Acts 8: 26-40, where the 
Ethiopian eunuch, having been brought to faith and baptised by Philip, 
“went on his way rejoicing”, and that joy became the seed of the Church 
in Ethiopia. Here's a bit of what I said, about the joy of Easter which is 
the foundation of our faith, and is rooted deep within us: 
 
It's important to say that we don't always feel joyful. I know that's 
obvious, but there are times when we think that, as Christians, we ought 
to be feeling joyful – and, worse still, not just feeling joy but continually 
manifesting joy by jumping up and down like Christian Tiggers. 
 
No – real joy is within, and sometimes we don't feel it, and we shouldn't 
force ourselves to show it. Indeed, if we have confidence in God, and in 
that imperishable nugget of joy that lies buried in us, we will not be afraid 
of feeling sad or feeble or angry or useless. We won't be afraid of the 
dark, because we know that somewhere in us there is a candle burning 
that will never go out. And, in terms of the fulfilment of our joy by sharing 
it, this is crucially important. Knowing that we have light and joy within 
gives us the courage to help others face their darkness – not with glib 
and easy answers which they see through in an instant, but with a 
steady, consistent, unafraid loving engagement in which they sense the 
genuineness of God. 
 
I wonder whether we dare to imagine that God has joy in us, that God 
feels joy and delight in His knowledge of us. I think we often assume that 
God only feels frustration or sadness or anger when He looks at us, 
individually and collectively – and certainly there is plenty to feel 
frustrated or sad or angry about. But I believe that one of the most 
wonderful things about our God is that He is less interested in 
bemoaning the bad than in enjoying the good. Or, to put it another way, 



His love for us is so great that a tiny spark of goodness or generosity in 
us gives Him a joy that far outweighs His dismay at all the stuff we mess 
up. We're good at making mountains out of molehills, in our judgements 
of ourselves and others, but I think God is even better at making 
molehills out of mountains, when it comes to His view of our misdeeds 
and mistakes. We are His beloved children, He has a love for us which is 
unshakeable; and while God is not an indulgent parent, and there are 
times when we will need to be sharply reminded that we have gone 
astray, once we are back on the path He is overwhelmed by joy and 
delight in us. Remember the father when his bad-boy son comes home – 
all that matters is the overwhelming joy to have him back, safely home. 
 
And, when it comes to the fulfilment of our joy, let's be clear: we won't all 
be called to assist in the conversion of an Ethiopian eunuch. The 
fulfilment of the joy God has given us in Christ will not always be in 
spectacular signs and wonders; in fact, if we get hung up on looking for 
the spectacular stuff, there is a danger we will fail to see the small, 
apparently insignificant opportunities for joy that come to us every day. 
 
For instance, some of you may know that I particularly like pairing up 
socks. On our landing there is a basket of odd socks that have somehow 
come through the wash separately and are waiting to be paired up. 
Sometimes, I set aside 20 minutes or so and get down to matching them 
up. Let's not dwell on the frustration caused by the odd odd sock that 
has been waiting many months for its partner to appear, and the difficult 
decision about when to give up hope and bin (sorry, recycle) it. Instead, 
let me say that I find just a wee bit of joy and fulfilment in pairing up a 
good number of otherwise separate and therefore useless socks. I know 
that it's not my calling exactly, or what I'm paid to do as a priest in the 
Church of England, and it is unlikely to feature in a Mission Action Plan, 
but it is a small (if slightly ridiculous) example of finding joy and fulfilment 
in the small things of life. 
 
Perhaps once or twice in our lives there will be something big and 
extraordinary in which the joy God gives us can find expression: a 
marriage, a friendship, an experience of beauty, an achievement which 
has both benefited others and used our gifts to the full, a passing chariot 
with a spiritually receptive Ethiopian inside... But what really matters is 
whether we can let the joy of God, planted deep within us, grow and 
respond to the tiniest promptings that our daily life offers again and again 
and again. A bird singing at dusk; a kind word; the smile of an infant; 
greeting a friend in the street; doing someone's shopping; a shared 
meal; suddenly finding yourself singing; tidying up a mess; a TV 



programme about courage or generosity; a bed to rest in at the end of 
the day, and the gift of new life when we wake. We can have joy, and we 
can share joy, because in the end, for all that we suffer and for all that 
we get wrong, God's goodness and love are and will be the ultimate 
reality. Christ is risen – we are risen! 
                                                                                                                                  
Giles King-Smith 
 
P.S. A big thank-you to all who came to the presentation about the Holy 
Land Pilgrimage on 6th May. You'll be pleased to know that the collection 
for “Friends of the Holy Land” came to £220, and has been gratefully 
received by the charity, on whose behalf June Palmer writes: “This very 
generous donation will make a real difference to the lives of the poorest 
Christians in the Holy Land. Please pass on our thanks to all your 
parishioners.” 
 

 

 

 

Mission Community Morning Prayer 
 

 

Each Monday the clergy of our Mission Community meet together at 
8.30 a.m. to say Morning Prayer, to pray for the parishes within the 

Mission Community and for the wider communities which we are called 
to serve. All are welcome to join us. 

 
 

Mon 2nd June         Holy Trinity Church, Ilfracombe 

Mon 9th June   St. Matthew’s Church, Lee 

Mon 16th June   Pip & Jim’s Church, Ilfracombe 

Mon 23rd June   St. Sabinus’ Church, Woolacombe 

Mon 30th June   St. Peter’s Church, Ilfracombe 

 

 



 

Dates for your Diaries 
 

Lee, Mortehoe & Woolacombe 
 
Mon. 2nd  .30 for 7.00:  Mission Community Churchwardens & 
                                     Clergy Meeting at Warcombe Farm 
Tues. 3rd 10.00 am: Woolacombe Events Committee at the Vicarage 
    5.30 pm: Worship Planning at St. Sabinus', Woolacombe
    7.00 pm: “Still Point” Quiet Service at St. Mary's, Mortehoe                      
Thurs. 5th 10.30 am: Coffee Morning at Damage Barton  
                                     (fund-raiser for Flower Festival)  
Sun. 8th 10.00 am: Joint Service for Pentecost at St. Mary's  
    4.00 pm: Evensong at Exeter Cathedral  
                                     (Coastal Parishes Outing) 
Mon. 9th   6.00 pm: Messy Church Planning at St. Sabinus'              
Wed. 11th   7.00 pm: Healing Eucharist at St. Sabinus'    
Sun. 15th   6.30 pm: Friendship Service – Songs of Praise  
                                     at St. Mary's, Mortehoe 
Mon. 16th   8.00 pm:  Agnostics Anonymous at the Grampus, Lee –  
                                   “The Value of Sport” 
Fri. 20th   3.30 pm: Messy Church at St. Sabinus'      
Sat. 21st   7.00 pm: “Midsummer Merriment” - picnic, songs, readings 
                                     at St. Sabinus' 
Tues. 24th   7.30 pm: Pastoral Team at Damage Barton               
Wed. 25th   7.00 pm: Eucharist at Chapel Wood, Spreacombe   
Sun. 29th   6.30 pm: Farewell Service for Archdeacon David  
                                     at St. Peter's, Barnstaple     
 
          
And a bit further ahead...                   
From Friday 4th to Monday 6th July St. Sabinus' Church in Woolacombe 
will be hosting a World War I Commemorative Flower Festival. The 
church will be open from 10.30 to 5.30 each day; refreshments will be 
available; and there will be an Exhibition of the work of local artists in the 
Lower Room. And on Saturday 5th at 7.00 pm there will be a special 
Concert in the church, with songs and readings from World War I. 
All welcome – free entry with donations to church funds. Come and see!
  
 
 



Dates for your Diaries 
 

St. Philip & St. James, Ilfracombe 
 

 
Sun 1st  10.30am Holy Communion 

Wed 4th  8.30am  Morning Prayer 

 Sun 8th       The Feast of Pentecost 
  10.30am  Morning Service 

Wed 11th  7.30pm  Prayer in Church 

Sat 14th  2.00pm  Wedding 

Sun 15th  10.30am  Holy Communion 
  6.00pm  Holy Communion 

Mon 16th  8.30 am  Morning Prayer 
  7.30pm  PCC Meeting at the Vicarage 

Wed 18th  8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Sun 22nd  10.30am  4All Service for all ages 

Wed 25th  8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Thu 26th  7.00pm  Prayer in church 

Sun 29th  10.30am  Morning Service 

 

Joint Churches Prayer on Sunday 1st June is at the Baptist Church at 
6.30pm, and will focus particularly on prayer for the police; some of our 
local Christian police will be present. Please come and support them if 
you can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Dates for your Diaries 
 

Holy Trinity & St. Peter’s, Ilfracombe 
 

Sun 1st 10.00 am Breakfast, St. Peter’s Church 
  11.15 am All Age Eucharist, St. Peter’s Church 
  6.30 pm Evening of Prayer for the Police, Baptist Church 

Mon 2nd   6.30 pm Meeting for Mission Community Wardens,  Walcombe Farm 
Thu 5th 2.30 pm Bible Study Group, St. Peter’s House 

Sat 7th 2.00 pm Trinity Fair, The Vicarage Garden 
 
Sun 8th 9.45 am All Age Eucharist, Holy Trinity Church 
  10.45 am Coffee & Cakes, Holy Trinity Church 
  4.00 pm Giles’ Installation as a Prebend, Exeter Cathedral 
  8.00 pm Beer & Hymns, The George & Dragon, Fore Street 

Wed11th 7.30 pm Communications  Group, The Vicarage 

Thu 12th 2.30 pm Bible Study Group, St. Peter’s House 

Fri 13th 3.30 pm Messy Church, St. Peter’s Church 

Sun 15th  TRINITY SUNDAY 
  10.30 am Whole Parish Eucharist, Holy Trinity Church 
  12.30 pm Parish BBQ, The Vicarage Garden 
  5.30 pm Spirit Level, Holy Trinity Church  

Wed 18th 6.30 pm Fabric Group 

Thu 19th 2.30 pm Bible Study Group, St. Peter’s House 
  7.30 pm Baptism Preparation, The Vicarage 

Fri 20th 7.30 pm  Bittadon Quiz Night, West Down Village Hall 
  8.00 pm Rock Concert, St. Peter’s Church 

Sun 22nd 8.00 pm Alternate, Celtic Service, St. Peter’s Church 

Mon 23rd 7.30 pm Youth & Children’s Group, The Vicarage 

Thu 25th 2.30 pm Bible Study Group, St. Peter’s House 
  7.30 pm Baptism Preparation, The Vicarage 

Fri 27th 8.00 pm Parish Barn Dance, St. Peter’s Church 

Sun 29th  ST. PETER’S DAY 
  10.30 am Whole Parish Eucharist, St. Peter’s Church 
  12.30 pm Parish Lunch, St. Peter’s Church 
  6.30 pm Farewell Service for Archdeacon of Barnstaple 
   St. Peter’s Church, Barnstaple  



 

 



News from Bittadon 

 

Summer must be here, next door at the farm the mowers are out cutting 
grass ready for making next winters silage for the dairy cows. Grass is 
probably the most important crop grown in North Devon and I'm thinking 
about the fate of farmers whose land was flooded for weeks who 
sadly will not have a crop this year and are unable to over winter stock in 
a few months time. Its too easy to forget the fate of others when we are 
not directly affected. 
 
In our garden we have a group of very pretty of siskins who are at the 
sunflower hearts all day long; pretty little green and yellow things almost 
like slim budgerigars, the males have a black cap on. I don't know if they 
are rare but certainly they have only been coming here for about two 
years. They makes up for the loss of the greenfinches of which we 
now have very few. 
 
There were two young deer in the garden last week wandering round 
looking a bit confused; last years young doing their best to manage 
without the doe. They have been sampling our Christmas tree newly 
planted this year which now is showing lots of white flesh because the 
bark has been eaten. Various other shrubs have bits removed and the 
odd branch broken. warmer weather will bring more people out 
and about on the footpaths soon which will encourage the deer to go 
further into the woods and away from the garden.  
                                                                                          Susan Jerrard 

 

 



 

 



News from Woolacombe 
 

A week ago we set off on our Retreat to Nicholaston House on the 
Gower Coast. How blessed we were to have the most amazing weather, 
we felt summer had arrived. Nicholaston is a beautiful house and their 
excellent rooms have wonderful, views of the coast from one side and 
views of the moor from the back. We had wonderful meals and we were 
taken such good care of by a lovely friendly staff, so it was a time of 
absolute rest and relaxation. Our mornings were given to worship, 
meditation and some study, our afternoons on beautiful, nearby 
beaches. It was good to be able to walk on grass or sand in quiet places, 
to indulge ourselves with coffee and Welsh cakes and lots of talk. Day 
one was 'Magnum time', we love them. (diets and good intentions 
forgotten) It was good to do this together, a fit group who covered 
greater distances and a group who couldn't go so far, all out together. 
We were sad to have to leave this special place, it really is a day trip to 
heaven but we have to come back to reality and the blessings of our 
families and friends. 
 
It was wonderful to sit in the large conservatory there and look out on the 
gardens, kept in such good order by a volunteer gardener and to gaze at 
the nearby hills and the beach, great to hear a cuckoo, haven't heard 
one for ages, it confirmed that, yes, summer was coming. The silence is 
amazing, just the birdsong and the sheep, and sometimes our chatter 
and laughter. 
 
The beautiful chapel there is a joy to worship in, built with such love and 
prayers, it feels a very special place. 
 
We all gathered together from our churches to see the slides of Giles 
pilgrimage in the Holy Land. He shared his amazing experience with us 
and left me longing, wanting to visit there, but mainly to see Galilee. I 
don't know if I could cope with the tensions there, or the changes. I'd 
want it to be just as it was in the past, but, still, mainly to dabble my feet 
in the water at Galilee. It was a good evening with interesting food - 
thank you Giles. 
 
Our Family Service was very special with the children being involved 
again. A lovely breakfast before the service, croissants and pain 
chocolat, all enjoyed. 
 
 



The Curry supper was a great success with around 40 attending, thanks 
Janine, (such an excellent cook) Enjoyed by all and funds raised for the 
church. 
 
Please make a note in your diary of the Communion service in Chapel 
Woods (weather permitting). Such a beautiful place and a very special 
time for all of us. June 25th, at 7-00pm and we can help with transport. 
 
Please pray for all who are ill, at hospital and at home, carers, those who 
grieve and to remember those who have died. For our world, that we can 
take good care of the beauty we have all around us.  
 
We were reading a sign on the beach at Rhossilli, 'Please leave only 
your footprints on the beach' and a friendly surfer stopped for a chat to 
tell us of the rubbish they get left on their beaches and we shared our 
problems. We are grateful for all the work done on our beach to keep it 
clean and beautiful, if only people would pack their litter in a bag at the 
end of the day and take it off with them. I hate to feel I am 'nagging' but 
we need to work together to keep our lovely area as beautiful as it is. 
 
My prayers for our visitors, have a wonderful holiday and return home 
relaxed and refreshed. 
                                                                              Mrs Sheila Moston   
 

 

News from Pip & Jim’s 

 

We held our Annual Parochial Church meeting on 28th April in a very 

positive, upbeat atmosphere, and are all looking forward to the coming 

year. We have many plans, which include keeping the church open more 

for visitors, reaching out to the local community in our parish in a variety 

of ways, and some refurbishment to the church building. Plans include 

replacing the stage with one the authorities in the diocese can 

approve(!), installing an accessible toilet with full facilities for the 

disabled, and levelling the floor to get rid of some of the trip hazards we 

have at the moment. I hope you will be hearing a lot more about this later 

in the year. Right now the clock faces, and the wording underneath (It is 



Time to Seek the Lord) are being restored – in fact, the restoration has 

been completed, and we are awaiting a stonemason to repair the cracks 

which (perhaps inevitably) were uncovered when they were taken down 

before they are put back in place again. We have received a number of 

generous donations from individuals towards this work, and £1,000 from 

John Fowler which we acknowledge here. A big thank you to them all. 

I would like to give special mention to Stephanie Holden and Steve 

Insley, who have both (for the best of reasons) had to stand down as 

churchwarden and treasurer respectively. We are much indebted to them 

for the work they have done. In Stephanie’s place we welcome back 

Jackie O’Malley, who returns as churchwarden after a five year break, 

and is working alongside Barbara Penman, who has been re-elected. 

The appointment of a new treasurer will be announced in due course. 

The  HOPE  Debt Help Scheme, which I have written about previously, is 

at last (after an unfortunate delay caused by matters entirely outside our 

control) is at last about to launch, and the first day’s training will take 

place on Saturday 7th June. We would still like several more volunteers 

to help so that we can respond to the need in this area. Please contact 

me for more information. 

Finally, we are looking forward to the Baptism of Jane Vickery, who gave 

a moving testimony to the church on Easter Sunday morning, by full 

immersion on Sunday 22nd June in the afternoon at a venue to be 

arranged – a joyful note to end this report. I hope she will be well 

supported by church members and all who know her. 

Michael Rogers 

 

 

 



 



News from Holy Trinity & St. Peter’s 
 
This year with Easter so late our Spring fair had to be in May.    
Unfortunately support was way down but better than last year when we 
didn’t have one at all. Hopefully the weather will be fine for Trinity Fair, 
our next big fundraiser on June 7th. 
  
Proud Grandparents Bob and Yvonne Newman. Their son Philip and 
Nicola had a baby girl named Lila Shevonne after her two grannies, and 
daughter Laura and Matthew also had a daughter Sophia Hawthorn 
named after her great granny. We wish both    little girls happy healthy 
years ahead. 
  
Dates for your diary. Friday June 20th 8pm Rocking for the Roof an 
80’s night, all age gig at St. Peter’s £5-00 children £3-00 
Not your type of music well try the Barn Dance with The Oggle Band at 
St Peter’s on Friday 27th June at 8pm, tickets £10-00    including food 
but not drink. 
  
Our churches over Easter were festooned with flowers in memory of 
loved ones, Iris and I would like to thank you for your kind            
donations. I would like to thank all the ‘flower ladies’ who keep flowers at 
Holy Trinity throughout the year. I couldn’t do it alone! Our flowers are 
very much appreciated and enjoyed by the many     visitors to Holy 
Trinity. 
  
With summer nearly here let us thank God for all our blessings, wish the 
sick health and the bereaved comfort. 
  
                                                                                      Anne Beagley 
  

 

Mothers Union 
 
Our next meeting is on June 10th a service at Holy Trinity at 2.30pm 
taken by Rev. Susan Oldham followed by a cream tea. This is our last 
meeting until September. 
Enjoy the summer ladies. 
  
                                                                                      Anne Beagley 
  

 



 
 



 
 
 

Deadline for July Magazine 
 
 

    Copy to be included in the November edition of the parish 
magazine should be sent to Fr Robert at  

The Vicarage, St. Brannock's Road, Ilfracombe. 
 

Copy should be sent to arrive no later than noon 
on Friday 20th June 2014 

 
It may be sent by email to: 
robdharris@btinternet.com 

 
Please remember that late submission of copy leads to an 

inevitable delay in publication. 
 



 
 


