
Dear Friends 
 

New Year – New Start 
 

Forget the former things; 

    do not dwell on the past. 

See, I am doing a new thing! 

    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness 

and streams in the wasteland.Isaiah 43:18-19 (New International Version) 

 

I’ve never been one for making New Year resolutions. I’ve often joked 

that the only resolution I make is to not make any New Year resolutions – 

it’s the only one I know I can keep! But many of us have grand plans to 

do something new or better in the coming year. 

 

The problem is that we so quickly become swallowed up in the busyness 

and pressures of life. All too often our grand ideas and hopes never have 

the chance to be put into practice because we can’t find the time 

needed. 

 

A few years ago, I decided to start something new – not as a resolution, 

but as a way of changing my priorities. That new thing was to read the 

Bible through in a year. Sounds a bit daunting, may be? It meant taking 

time out each morning (actually it doesn’t take as long as you might 

think!), but I can honesty say it’s been one of the best decisions I’ve ever 

made. 

 

Over the years, I’ve learnt not to try to study each verse but to simply 

read it. I’ve asked God to speak to me through what I’m reading. And I’ve 

found that he does. Not only have I understood much more about how 

the Bible fits together, seeing how the Old and New Testament 

complement each other as they tell the story of God’s love and purpose 

for humanity, I’ve found that God pops verses into mind on a regular 

basis! And I’ve found that my prayer life has developed as I’ve taken 

more time to listen to God. 



 

Isaiah understood that God is always at work, building His kingdom and 

doing new things. It is easy for us Brits to be too nostalgic, pining for a 

past that we remember through rose-tinted glasses. Change is a 

constant, and it is easy to be fearful of what the future might bring. But 

as Christians we have an incredible hope. Not only can we be assured of 

an eternal future, we can know the purpose and calling he has for our 

lives today. 

 

So as we enter 2015, let’s allow God to lead us by His Spirit into the new 

things he has for us. And the best way of doing this? Make sure that 

each day we take time to listen to him, hearing him speak through his 

written word and allowing time for prayer and reflection. 

 

Wishing you a very Happy New Year and a wonderful 2015! 

                                                                                                              Ian 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission Community Morning Prayer 
 

Each Monday the clergy of our Mission Community meet together at 
8.30 a.m. to say Morning Prayer, to pray for the parishes within the 

Mission Community and for the wider communities which we are called 
to serve. All are welcome to join us. 

 
Mon  6th January  St. Peter’s Church, Ilfracombe 

Mon 12th January  St. Matthew’s Church, Lee 

Mon 19th January  Holy Trinity Church, Ilfracombe 

Mon 26th January  St. Sabinus’ Church, Woolacombe 

 



Dates for your Diaries 
 

Holy Trinity & St. Peter’s 
 

Sun 4th 10.00 am Breakfast, St. Peter’s Church 

11.15 am All Age Eucharist, St. Peter’s Church 

Tue 6th 7.00 pm Sung Eucharist of the Epiphany, Holy Trinity 

 8.00 pm Parish Party, The Vicarage 

Sun 11th 8.00 pm Beer & Hymns, George & Dragon  

Wed 14th 7.30 pm Social & Fundraising Group, The Vicarage 

Thu 15th 7.30 pm Youth & Children’s Group, The Vicarage 

Fri 16th 3.15 pm Messy Church, St. Peter’s Church 

Sun 18th 9.45 am All Age Eucharist, Holy Trinity Church 

   followed by Coffee & Cake 

 5.30 pm Spirit Level, Holy Trinity Church 

Wed 21st 7.30 pm PCC Meeting, The Vicarage 

Sat 24th  Burns’ Night Supper, St. Peter’s Church 

Sun 25th 8.00 pm Alternate, Taizé Service, St. Peter’s Church 

Wed 28th 5.30 pm Fabric Group, The Vicarage 

 

For details of our normal Sunday & Daily services please see the weekly 

newssheet or parish website. 
 

Youth Work Vision Meeting 
 

 

Monday 26th January 7.30pm              Pip &Jim's parish centre 
 

Please give this some thought even if you don't see yourself as a youth 

worker!  We desperately need a provision for young people in the 

parishes, we will need people to serve drinks, chat to youngsters and to 

be at home praying for the project. This is very much a churches 

together with the Academy project. 

 

More details to follow in the new year and watch out for the flyers. 

 

Thankyou,                                                                              Sheila Roles 

 

 



Dates for your Diaries 
 

St. Philip & St. James 
 

 Sun 4th10.30am  Holy Communion 

 Tue 6th 1.00pm Lunch @ Midweek Fellowship (weekly)                                                  
  2.30pm  Midweek Fellowship meeting (weekly) 
  7.00pm Alpha team prayer & training 

Wed 7th 8.30am Morning Prayer 

 Thu 8th 7.30pm Leadership Team meeting (Vicarage) 

Sat 10th  9.30am - Alpha Holy Spirit Day 
  4.00pm 

Sun 11th 10.30am  Morning Service 
   + Messy Sunday for children 

Mon 12th9.45 am &  
  12.45pm Parent & Toddler Group (weekly) 
   8.00pm Fabric Committee 

Tue 13th 7.00pm  Alpha Course (weekly) 

Thu 15th 7.30am Early Morning Prayer in the Community Centre 
   (weekly from this week) 

Sun 18th 10.30am  Holy Communion 

Mon 19th 7.30pm PCC meeting at the Vicarage 

Wed 21st 8.30am Morning Prayer 

Sun 25th10.30am 4All Service for all ages 
  6.30pm Holy Communion (said) 

Wed 28th8.30am Morning Prayer 

 Sat 31st   9.00am - PCC & Leadership Team Half Day 
  1.00pm 

Joint Churches Prayer this month is on January 4th at Ilfracombe Baptist 
Church at 6.30pm. 

 
 

  



Dates for your Diaries 

Lee, Mortehoe and Woolacombe 

Sun. 4th 9.00 am “Early Bird” Service at St. Mary's, Mortehoe 
Mon. 5th 6.00 pm “Messy Church” Planning at St. Sabinus' 
Mon. 5th 7.00 pm “Wings for Worship” Course at St. Sabinus'  
                                (& next 4 Mondays) 
Tues. 6th 6.00 pm Worship Planning at Woolacombe Vicarage 
Wed. 7th 7.00 pm Healing Communion at St. Sabinus' 
Fri. 16th 9.30 am Woolacombe Standing Committee at the Vicarage 
Fri. 16th 3.30 pm “Messy Church” at St. Sabinus' 
Mon. 19th 8.00 pm “Agnostics Anonymous” at The Grampus, Lee  
                                “Hunger” 
Tues. 20th 2.00 pm Pastoral Team Meeting at Damage Barton Farm 
Tues. 20th 7.00 pm “Still Point” Quiet Service at St. Sabinus' 
Tues. 27th 7.00 pm Mortehoe PCC Meeting at 11, Channel View 
Thurs. 29th 6.30 pm Mission Community Wardens' Meeting 
                                at Warcombe Farm 
 

  

 

There is a short account of this month's Messy Church elsewhere, but I 

would like to give a more general report. We have been well attended 

since September, with a new crowd of Reception age children trying us 

out, along with a lot of other familiar faces.  

 

We had a surprise in November, when we had 80 children, plus their 

respective adults! That stretched us, but as always, the team came up 

trumps, and even the food stretched that far! Thank you Sheila, who has 

overseen the food for the last couple of months.  

 

A recent addition to the sessions has been quiet activities, in the gazebo! 

We erect this in the lady chapel, and it is used as an area for reflection; 

the children love it, it feels cosy and apart, with cushions, and a low 

roof. The adults seem to like it too.  

 

 

Messy Church News 



For December's session, we changed the layout of the activity stations, 

and started by watching a DVD of the Nativity, and everything seemed 

much calmer, or was that because we went back to 50 children?  

 

  
 

I'd like to ask here for some help - mainly for support crew, at certain 
times: we could really do with someone to help with washing up during 
the session,from 3.30 to 4.30; someone to help with teas, coffees and 
squash from 3.00 to 4.00; some one or two to help with clearing up at the 
end, ie floor sweeping especially, from 5.00 to 5.30, and with moving 
chairs and tables. 
Also, at this time washers up would be lovely!  
You wouldn't have to commit to every month, although that would be 
most helpful, but do call me or Ian if you think you might be free for an 
occasional session.  
In the mean time, please continue to pray for the work that we are doing 
with these lovely families with whom we share so much love and fun, 
once a month.  
 
Thank you,                                                                      Christine.Harris 
 

 

 



 
  

There has been a lot going on in the tower recently. We have two young 

men, Cameron and Stephen, aged 13, who are learning to ring, one of 

them brings his mum Tammy, too, and then there's no holding Sam 

Edwards back in her enthusiasm to learn! We have visitors from 

Berrynarbor quite often. So, there has been quite a lot of single bell 

ringing, as all these beginners learn how to control the rope and their 

bell.  

 

All these new faces add to the hilarity in the tower! Hilarity? I hear you 

ask! We do still insist on quiet while the bells are actually in action.  

The two boys are just at the stage where they can come and join in on 

Sundays, but please do excuse us if you hear slight hiccups: it is quite a 

skill to get your 4 cwt. bell to swing full circle and sound at the right time!  

We have just had three new ropes fitted, as the old ones were getting 

very worn at the tail ends - that's the bit we hold; that adds to the 

challenges of the night, as they are a little bit springy, and will be for a 

while until they stretch out. 

  

We had a wonderful Christmas meal at the beginning of the month, at 

the Golf Club, twenty one of us! Thank you Tony for organising it, and 

thank you, Dean, for an unbelievable spread. 

Christmas is a time of great joy, and for bell ringers, it is a great time 

too - chance for a bit of extra ringing in our home tower. By the time you 

read this, you may have heard us before the Carol Service, and before 

Midnight Mass. 

  

May we all wish you all a Blessed Christmas, and a Very Happy New 

Year. 

                                                                                        Christine Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

Bell News 
 

 



 

 

A few days before Christmas I received a British Forces Air Mail from 

Jeanette Battersby-Wilcox in Sierra Leone. Jeanette and her husband, 

Gavin, were married at Holy Trinity Church just after Christmas two years 

ago and they still worship with us whenever their duties as serving 

officers in the Royal Navy permit. They will be celebrating this Christmas 

and their wedding anniversary far apart as Jeanette is part of the RN 

relief mission. She writes:- 

 

“We’re currently sat off Sierra Leone, & most of our days since leaving 

Falmouth seven weeks or so ago are spent in support of Flying Ops & 

Boat Ops by our embarked Royal Marines. So far all of the work has 

been assisting to set up Ebola treatment centres & delivering education 

to out-lying villages, however, tasking is about to be changed to 

delivering food aid as directed by the World Food Program. In attempting 

to stop the spread of disease, borders between regions have been 

closed, resulting in food shortages, and despite the eradication of the 

disease within these areas, people are now in danger of starvation. 

Hopefully our efforts will stop further devastation. 

 

Please send my love and best wishes to the Parish & I’d be most grateful 

if we were remembered in their prayers; I look very much forward to 

seeing everyone on my return”.  

 

Please remember Jeanette and all those serving with her in your 

prayers, together with all those affected by the Ebola epidemic. Please 

pray for Gavin and all the families of aid workers and Service personnel. 

 

Fr Robert 

News from Sierra Leone 



News from Holy Trinity 

 

December is always a busy month but this year due an operation at the 

end of November I missed quite a lot. I hope you can find reports on the 

Christmas Fair, Lighting the Lights and the Nativity in a Barn somewhere 

else in this magazine. Returning to my short stay in hospital I would like 

to thank everyone who sent me best wishes for a speedy recovery. 

Speaking as I find NDDH is an excellent hospital, we are so lucky here in 

North Devon. 

  

Our choir now has four new choristers ‘little angels’ well they look angelic 

Archie, Ben, Ethan and Nathan. I feel Nick will have his hands full! 

  

Although it will be a pity to see Ian and family leave us we send our 

congratulations to him on his appointment as Priest-in-Charge at 

Complain.  Ian will be with us until Easter. 

  

At Christmas the flowers will be back in church, thank you for your 

donations towards the cost of flowers in memory of loved ones. My 

sincere thanks also goes to the ladies who, week by week throughout 

the year, help me with the flowers. Visitors often complement us on how 

beautiful the church looks with so many flowers. 

  

Its nearly 2015 and on behalf of the congregation of Holy Trinity I would 

like to wish everyone in the Mission Community a Peaceful, Happy and 

Healthy New Year. 

                                                                                         Anne Beagley 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

A few days after last month’s news we were treated to “The Greatest 

Show on Earth” at St. Peter’s and if you didn’t see it you missed a treat – 

the whole building seemed to be full of music, movement, colour and 

sparkle, as the story of the nativity unfolded in a unique way.  Tickets 

were sold out, and I haven’t met anyone who attended and didn’t enjoy it 

immensely. 

 

We had the Christmas Fayre on November 29th, and The Farmers’ 

Market on December 6th, then on December 7th we had a delicious hot 

breakfast provided by Bob and Yvonne, Lynda and Janice.  Quite a lot of 

people, young and old attended, and it was a very chatty affair, so by the 

time it was followed by our all age service it felt like a really friendly 

community gathering for our worship.  By then we were well into advent, 

and on Friday 12th many of us went to Bittaden for “Nativity in the Barn” 

complete with sheep and donkey, all looked down upon by the star from 

“The Greatest Show on Earth”.  The same afternoon the last Messy 

Church before Christmas had taken place, with around 50 participants, a 

little easier to cope with than the 80 of the previous month. Of course the 

underlying theme was the nativity, and it all concluded with party food. 

 

On Wednesday the 17th the two school end of term services were held in 

the Church, with a re-telling of the nativity with poetry and songs. 

 

We are having a wonderful run-up to the big day this year, and it is 

therefore with great sadness that I must report the death on the 14th of 

Doris Webber.  She was a lovely lady, and had attended St. Peter’s for 

most of her life, being a mainstay of the small group who struggled for 

some years for the survival of our church.  She will be much missed by 

us all, and I know the thoughts and prayers of all of us are with her family 

at this time.  

                                                                                              Anne Rumak 

 

News from St. Peter’s 



  



News from Pip & Jim’s 

 

Our Pantomime 

In early December, Pip n Jim’s was certainly the place to be as 

“Cinderella Rockerfella”, the pantomime, shook the foundations of the 

church, in more ways than one!  A moving and emotional story of love 

and dressing up, where usually “fairly” normal ordinary church goers 

became dedicated thespians, determined to deliver the performance of 

their lives. On more than one occasion the haunting melody of the 

timeless classic “Your Feet Are Too Big!” was heard being hummed in 

the back pews and the dark corners of the vestry.  

The plot is based on the traditional “Cinderella” story but with a modern 

twist, with the Prince Charming character becoming Rockerfella, an 

international superstar who decides to turn his back on fame and fortune 

in order to search for love and find the girl of his dreams. 

In true pantomime tradition there were all the normal ingredients: 

goodies, baddies, fairies and magic, cute children dressed as animals 

and, of course, women dressed as men and men dressed as women, 

and, most importantly, a happy ending where Cinders and Rocky find 

love and each other and even Fairy Nastyboots turns into a bit of a softy. 

(Oh yes, he did!) 

The performances of the 5th and the 6th were a massive success and 

enjoyed by nearly 500 people from within the local community who had 

obtained their free tickets from various outlets in the town and through 

their generosity we were able to donate the tidy sum of £850 to 

Children’s Hospice South West. 

 The success of this project was the result of three months hard work by 

many, many people who willingly gave their time and their skills to make 

this whole thing a reality, it would be unfair to single out individuals as it 

was very much a ”team game” and everyone who played their part was 

definitely a STAR in their own right ! 

We are currently in talks with Disney, MGM and Andrew Lloyd Webber 

regarding next year’s performances, so watch this space!! 

Alan Mason 



Parent & Toddler Group 

It is always a wonderful term as we lead up to the fun and activity of 

Christmas. In the last three years we have introduced a Family Carol 

Service, where pre-school children are particularly welcome; far from 

quiet and reflective but nevertheless Jesus is in the midst! This 

celebration of Jesus is held in our Centre and we have a number of 

families who look forward to the fun we have. 

 This year our message was about following the star and as we unfolded 

the Christmas story once again it was a pleasure to see how the families 

enjoy the wonder and splendour of Jesus. Of course no Christmas 

celebration would be complete without a party with a special visit from 

Santa, so on the 8th December, we had approximately 50 families come 

to have fun.  It’s delightful to be so involved with the young families and 

we have seen parents marry, children baptised and some joining with us 

regularly on a Sunday for worship and we thank God for the harvest. All 

we do is to see Jesus glorified and what a privilege it is to be His hands 

and feet to this generation. 

Jackie O’Malley 

Christmas Meal 

On Sunday 14 December about sixty of us from Pip and Jim's went to 

the Ilfracombe Golf Club for a Christmas Meal. The food was wonderful,  

and the staff so helpful and friendly. I especially liked how we all mingled 

and had time to sit and speak to each other.  Also, getting to talk to 

people we don't always have chance to. It was also quite pleasant not 

having to do the clearing up! I, for one, would like this experience to be 

repeated, especially the mingling, laughter and great food. 

Barbara Penman 

Other news 

Messy Sunday has proved very popular, and is continuing as before 

Christmas, but please note that we have moved it to the 2nd Sunday in 

the month. This is because we think it will be easier for families with little 

experience of Church to come on a day when we are not also 

celebrating Communion. 

On Sunday 25th we are welcoming a speaker from the London City 

Mission at our 4All Service. 



Many of you who knew my predecessor, Jeremy Clark, have been 

praying for him since he was diagnosed with a stage four malignant 

melanoma, and he and his family are very much in our prayers at Pip & 

Jim’s. We are also praying for his son, Ben, who has become seriously 

ill, and has travelled back to the UK from Brazil with his Brazilian wife 

and her father for an accurate diagnosis and treatment. May they all 

know God’s love and power in their lives. 

Michael Rogers 

News from Lee 
 

On 'Stir Up' Sunday, Sheila Moston delivered a most thought provoking 

sermon using the title of the day to cover many aspects of our daily life 

and, in particular, her and our great concern for those West Africans in 

the middle of the ebola epidemic which has taken so many lives. 

 

Our next news from Lee will contain a report on our Christmas Services.  

As I write this, we are all preparing to do our bit to make the Church 

ready to celebrate the first coming of Jesus when he was born in 

Bethlehem  and the Son of God became man. 

 

Sadly, I have to report that one of life's great local characters has 

passed away. Although he lived all his life in Higher Slade and worked 

on the land he owned there, Fred Cooke did a great deal of work in Lee 

and was highly respected and admired by all those of us who knew him. 

Highly skilled at all the biblical trades, Fred had a remarkable 

knowledge of Lee and the people who lived there both now and in the 

past and was always the first on the scene to help if there was an 

emergency in our village. His knowledge of forestry in the area was 

second to none and he loved the woods and wild life with which we are 

blessed. 

 

Please pray for Richard Howard and Ruth Hawkins who are both 

suffering from ill health at home and for Adrienne Howard and Jim 

Hawkins who are caring for them so devotedly. 

                                                                                   Elizabeth Gilliat     

 

 



 



Oradour-Sur-Glane (again) 
 

In early summer I had been talking to my friends in France about staying 

with them again. We decided on the second week in October. Travelling 

out on Monday 6th and returning on the 13th. So, in August I booked my 

train tickets. The train times were still the same as on my previous visit in 

May 2013! 

 

As 2014 is the seventieth anniversary of the destruction of Oradour-Sur-

Glane, I wished to do something personal to remember the event. Now if 

I could obtain a few British Legion poppies I could lay them on the high 

alter of the ruined church. So I wrote to the people in charge of the 

memorial about my idea, but had no reply. Then, the idea of a card came 

to me, but rather than buy a standard sympathy card I made my own. At 

the centre was a cross in gold, with a black outline. Thanks to Nick 

Pedlar I was given a few poppies, and the lady who runs the wool shop 

in Fore Street gave me a knitted woollen one. 

 

So, on Sunday October 12th Barbara and I arrived at the memorial car 

park at about 10.20am. On entering the reception area we saw that two 

of the receptionists were occupied, so I approached the lady who ran the 

bookshop and asked in French if she spoke English. “Yes” she 

answered, so I showed her the card and poppies, explaining what I 

Wanted to do. She liked the idea, so I had the go ahead. 

 

We had a ten minute walk to the church and on entering the church 

found that the high alter had a fence in front of it, and scaffolding around 

it. A new alter had replaced the old ruin in the right hand chapel, so I 

used that (as the first picture shows). The second picture shows where I 

placed the card and poppies on the left hand side of the alter. The third 

picture shows the alter with a small statue in the centre of Christ with a 

lamb at His feet. The writing inside the card says “from the clergy and 

congregation of the parish of Holy Trinity & St. Peter’s. Ilfracombe, North 

Devon, England”. 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



After arranging the poppies I said a couple of silent prayers, took the 

photographs and then we made our way back to the car park. 

 

I have included a picture of the new war memorial. The side panels give 

the names of Oradour-Sur-Glane soldiers killed in the 1914-18 conflict. 

The centre panel is dedicated to 10-06-1944. 

 

It was a lovely end to our holiday, and I hope to return next year. 

                                                                                Dalton Raby LRPS 

 

News from Woolacombe 

 

This mornings service felt like everything Christmas should be. Nothing 

gaudy or noisy or costly but a lovely quiet time of prayer and love for 

each other. It felt like family together and that is so precious. It was our 

'Time for All' service and we had two teens with us and 5 younger ones. 

All were so involved in the service and absolute gems. During our 

prayers a lighted tea light was taken to a place in front of the altar and 

placed there until they formed the sign of a cross. Each person had a 

quiet moment saying a prayer for a person or a place in the world where 

we prayed the light of Christ would sign. It was a very moving time. I 

think prayers and love for each other are wonderful gifts. 

During this month we gathered to say our farewells to Phyllis Moffat who 

died quite suddenly. It was amazing to see so many people at this 

service. Her grand daughter, Suzy, told us with great love about her 

Gran, Phyllis, and the wonderful woman she was. She did amazingly 

well feeling so deeply as she did. It was good to see the members of the 

Luncheon Club coming along to the 'wake' to share memories together. 

They are such a lovely bunch of people, so loyal to their friends, so 

caring. 

Saturday the 6th saw a good number of people at 'Georges Party' at the 

Woolacombe Bay Hotel. It was an amazing evening of good fun and 

fellowship. This is an annual event that George loves to put on. Sadly he 



wasn't at all well, and wasn't able to be involved as he usually is, but 

amazingly strong he did his best. We were greatly saddened to hear that 

he'd had a mishap and had to go into hospital. He really was quite ill but 

made an amazing improvement, sitting up eating his breakfast and 

talkative after two days! We thought they may have made a mistake but, 

no, it was our George. What joy to see prayers answered like this. 

Hopefully he will make a good recovery and have a good Christmas. 

With our service of Carols and lessons and the Christmas service to 

come we will be lifted into the real joy of Christmas and then thinking of 

the year to come and perhaps some changes we may need to make. 

I pray this will be a very blessed Christmas for you and for peace and 

good health in the new year. 

                                                                                                                              

Mrs Sheila Moston 

 

News from Bittadon 
 

For one night only Bittadon celebrated the most beautiful Nativity in the 
big barn just along the lane from St Peters.  

A fine performance; complete with calves, sheep, the Clovelly donkeys 
and kings on ponies.  

A three hundred plus audience travelled to Bittadon from near and far.  

Some were seated on large straw bales set out in a huge semi circle 
making the auditorium. They watched the performers; some just three 
years old; in their various shepherd, angel and traditional costumes who 
played their parts so well even though they had only had one rehearsal. 
All praise to them. We even had a young lady dressed as a star stilt 
walking. Who knew Ilfracombe had a circus school? 

We cannot thank everyone enough for all the effort put in to get the barn 
prepared, help on the night, make refreshments, fix up the lighting, play 
the music, organise the parking and all those other tasks that help to 



make a good performance. The St John Ambulance very kindly were on 
hand if required.  

Thank you everyone and Happy New Year. 

 

An article on ‘Nativity in the Barn’ was broadcast on Radio 4 on 
Christmas morning as a special feature. It formed part of ‘Farming 
Today’ which was broadcast at 5.45 am and should be available on BBC 
Radio iPlayer. 

                                                                                          Susan Jerrard 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the January Magazine 

 

Copy to be included in the January edition of the parish magazine should 

be sent to Fr Robert at  

The Vicarage, St. Brannock’s Road, Ilfracombe.  

Copy should be sent to arrive no later than noon  

on Friday 16th December 2014 

  It may be sent by email to: 

robdharris@btinternet.com 

Please remember that late submission of copy leads to an       

inevitable delay in publication.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

As I write we are only part way through December and Advent. It will 

seem strange reporting on the Carol Service in February but if it is as 

good as the Christingle Service I’ve just attended, it will be great. 

Our first special Service this month, however, was the ‘Light up a Life 

‘Service in aid of the North Devon Hospice. Members of the 

congregation were given time to remember loved ones, in a simple, 

candle- lit Service with carols and chat with a drink and mince pies 

following the Service. It was good to have some of the Hospice team 

with us once gain and to be able to support their valuable work.  

There was a very different atmosphere in Church today, and it was great 

to see the number of families attending on a miserable rainy afternoon. 

Everyone there and the children in particular enjoyed the process of 

making a Christingle, talking about the various parts and singing the 

Christingle Carol and other familiar ones. I’m sure that they also enjoyed  

eating the sweets and raisins which adorned them. – I noticed many had 

been stripped bare before they’d reached the door. 

One other event I’ve attended recently was the lighting of the Village 

Christmas tree which followed the Christmas Market with  Anchors 

Aweigh leading the singing. Donated each year by the W.I. and situated 

at Town Farm, it has become part of the village Christmas scene and is 

much appreciated by all. 

I am looking forward to the Carol Service which gives everyone the 

chance to abandon frantic preparations and parcel packing and 

concentrate on the real meaning of Christmas in words and music, also 

to remember the troubled places of the world where Christmas cannot be 

celebrated. 

2015 will be here before we know it. On behalf of everyone at St Mary’s 

,may I wish all our readers a Happy and Peaceful New Year. 

                                                                                             Bridge Brown 

 

News from Mortehoe 


