
Dear Friends 
 

“Do not be afraid” 

“Do not be afraid”. The words of the angel Gabriel to Mary (Luke 1:30) 

echo through the Bible. Often they are spoken by God's messengers to 

ordinary people who are overwhelmed by an experience of the divine 

presence – and, of course, a little later on in the Christmas story, they 

will be spoken again to a bunch of terrified shepherds on a hillside near 

Bethlehem.   

  

Is God really so frightening? Well, looking afresh at the Parable of the 

Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), I'm inclined to answer: yes, He is, if you're 

scared of Him. I know, that doesn't make a lot of sense, so let me try to 

explain. The real problem with the servant who hides his one talent in the 

ground is that he's scared of his master. He admits it, and he claims that 

his fear was the reason he did nothing with what he'd been given (doing 

his best to put the blame back on to his master!). By contrast, the other 

servants clearly have enough confidence in their master, and in 

themselves, to be creative and to take risks with the talents they've been 

entrusted with. They are not ruled by fear. 

  

I see fear as the opposite of love. When we are loved and we know we 

are loved, we are able to open ourselves and give ourselves in love to 

others, without fear. By contrast, when we are afraid, we contract into 

ourselves, and can easily end up isolated from others, and cut off from 

the love which can free us. It's a bit like what happens with chronic pain: 

the more you tense up, the more you are stuck with the pain. In the 

same way, the more you're afraid of God, the more you'll end up stuck 

with the fear, and separated from the love of God which can free you – 

like that poor servant. 

  

And this is why the angels keep on saying “Do not be afraid” - to help us 

overcome the reflex of fear which can separate us from God. There is 

part of us which struggles to accept that God is with us, that God loves 



and accepts us. Like the people in the Bible to whom God gets a bit too 

close, we struggle to put together God's awesome holiness and our own 

unworthiness. How can that work? 

   

The message Gabriel came to give Mary – that she would give birth to 

God as a human being – and the story which followed, of Jesus born, 

crucified, risen, is the ultimate assurance that God is with us, that God's 

love can bridge the gap between us and Him. Can we believe it? Can we 

dare to stop being afraid? 

  

Wishing you a Christmas without fear 

                  Giles King-Smith 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission Community Morning Prayer 
 

Each Monday the clergy of our Mission Community meet together at 
8.30 a.m. to say Morning Prayer, to pray for the parishes within the 

Mission Community and for the wider communities which we are called 
to serve. All are welcome to join us. 

 
Mon  1st December  St. Matthew’s Church, Lee 

Mon 8th December  Holy Trinity Church, Ilfracombe 

Mon 15th December  St Sabinus’ Church, Woolacombe 

Mon 22nd December  Pip & Jim’s Church, Ilfracombe 

Mon 29th December  St. Mary’s Church, Mortehoe 

  

 



Dates for your Diaries 
 

Woolacombe, Mortehoe & Lee 
 

Tue 2nd 6.00pm Worship Planning Group at Woolacombe Vicarage 

 7.00pm ViM (Vision in Mission) Group at the Vicarage 

Thu 4th 7.30pm “Pilgrim” Course, session 4 at  

  “Barn Close”, Mortehoe 

Sun 7th 9.00am “Early Bird” Service at St. Mary’s, Mortehoe 

Mon 8th 6.30pm “Light Up A Life” Hospice Service at St. Mary’s 

Tue 9th 6.00pm Christingle Service at St. Sabinus’, Woolacombe 

Sun 14th 5.00pm Christingle Service at St.Mary’s, Mortehoe 

Mon15th 6.30pm Guides District Carol Service at St. Sabinus’ 

 8.00pm “Agnostics Anonymous” at The Grampus, Lee 

Tue 16th 1.30pm Woolacombe School Carol Service at St. Sabinus’ 

 7.00pm “Still Point” Quiet Service at St. Mary’s, Mortehoe 

Wed 17th 7.45pm “Exploring Intercession” - 2nd meeting  

  at St. Sabinus’ 

Thu 18th 6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons & Carols at St. Sabinus’ 

Sat 20th 7.00pm Carol-Singing around Woolacombe –  

  meet outside Bank 

Sun 21st 6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons & Carols at  

  St. Mary’s, Mortehoe 

Mon 22nd 6.30pm Village Carol Service & Social - St.Matthew’s, Lee 

Wed 24th10.00pm Christmas Communion at St. Matthew’s, Lee 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass at St. Sabinus’ Woolacombe 

Thu 25th 9.00am Christmas Communion at St. Mary’s, Mortehoe 

 10.30am Family Service at St. Sabinus’, Woolacombe 

Sun 28th 10.00am 3 Parishes Joint Eucharist at St. Sabinus’ 

 

 
 



Dates for your Diaries 
 

Holy Trinity & St. Peter’s 
 

Wed 3rd 7.30 pm PCC Meeting, The Vicarage  

Sat 6th 10.00 am Farmers’ Market, St. Peter’s Church  

Sun 7th 10.00 am Breakfast, St. Peter’s Church 

 11.15 am All Age Eucharist, St. Peter’s Church 

 3.00 pm District St. John Carol Service, Holy Trinity Church 

Mon 8th 6.30 pm Allotments AGM, Holy Trinity Church 

Wed 10th 5.30 pm Fabric Group, The Vicarage 

Fri 12th 3.15 pm Messy Church, St. Peter’s Church 

 6.30 pm Nativity in the Barn, Bittadon 

Sun 14th 5.30 pm Spirit Level, Holy Trinity Church 

Wed 17th 2.00 pm Junior School Carol Service, St. Peter’s Church 

 5.00 pm Junior School Carol Service, St. Peter’s Church 

 6.00 pm Pearce’s Carol Service, Holy Trinity Church 

Sun 21st 9.45 am All Age Eucharist, Holy Trinity Church 

 10.45 am Coffee & Cakes, Holy Trinity Church 

 3.30 pm Christingle, Holy Trinity Church 

 5.30 pm, Cloth for the Cradle, St. Peter’s Church 

 8.00 pm Beer & Carols, The George & Dragon 

Mon 22nd 7.00 pm Carol Service, Holy Trinity Church 

Wed 24th  Christmas Eve 

 4.00 pm Crib Service, St. Peter’s Church 

 11.30 pm MIDNIGHT MASS, Holy Trinity Church 

Thu 25th  Christmas Day  

 8.00 am Holy Communion, Holy Trinity Church 

 10.30 am Christmas Eucharist, St. Peter’s Church 

Sun 28th  Sunday Services as normal 

 From      11.00 am   Vigil for the Holy Innocents, Holy Trinity Church 

 

For details of our normal Sunday & Daily services please see the weekly 

newssheet or parish website. 

 



 

 

 

 

“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel 

weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are 

no more." 

Matthew 2.18 

  

Each year on 28th December we remember the Holy Innocents, the 

children of Bethlehem slaughtered by King Herod as he sought to 

murder the child Jesus. 

This year we shall be remembering  the Holy Innocents of our own day. 

Children around the world who live in fear -  the victims of abuse, of 

neglect, of hunger, of war. We shall remember those who have died and 

those who like Rachel weep and refuse to be comforted, for their 

children are no more. 

A number of prayer stations will be set up in Holy Trinity. You are invited 

to visit the church throughout the day spending a few minutes, or longer, 

praying for the children of the world.  

  

 

  

Shops and offices in Ilfracombe are helping to create an Advent   

Calendar in the run-up to Christmas. Each participating business has 

been allocated a day in Advent on which to mount a window display to 

remind shoppers about the meaning of Christmas. Themes will  include 

the star, angels, wise men, shepherds and the manger and will be on 

show until Boxing Day. The initiative has been organised by members of 

Holy Trinity and St Peter’s churches in the town.  

See the list of shops currently signed up together with their themes 

overleaf 

                                                                                       David Tanner 

 

Vigil for the Holy Innocents 
Sunday 28th December, 11.00-4.00 pm 

Holy Trinity Church 

Advent Calendar 



1. Shoreline glass   - Star  

 2. Mallys  -  Possibly tree/decoration  

 3. Bookshop -  Christmas/Nativity story themed book 

 4. The Pantry -  Food 

 5. Council Offices  - Possibly angel 

 6. Normans –  The Holly and the Ivy  

 7. GoodEnough -  Light of the world  

 8. Ravenscroft – Theme to be confirmed 

 9. Hairport  -  No room at the inn 

10. Pedlars – Angel 

11. Tinker Taylor Party Shop – Good King Wenceslas 

12. Nana Sue’s – Food from around the world 

13. Pet shop – Animals  

14. Baptist Church  

15. Turtons – Three wise men  

16. Church St Post Office  - Poem  

17. All kinds of Everything  -  Angel  

18. .….. 

19. Dogs Trust - Star 

20. Lulubelles -  Theme to be confirmed  

21. ……    

22. Webbers – Junior school colouring competition 

23. Handyman’s – D.I.Y manger kit 

24. Christian Fellowship church  

  

  



Dates for your Diaries 
 

St. Philip & St. James 
  

Mon 1st 9.45 am &  

 12.45pm Parent & Toddler Group (weekly – term time only) 

 8.00pm Fabric Committee 

Tue 2nd 1.00pm Lunch @ Midweek Fellowship (weekly)                                                                

 2.30pm  Midweek Fellowship meeting (weekly)                                                                     

 7.00pm  Alpha Course (last one till January) 

Wed 3rd 8.30am Morning Prayer 

Thu 4th 7.30am Early Morning Prayer in the Community Centre 

  (weekly except Christmas Day) 

Fri 5th 7.00pm Cinderella Rockerfella Pantomime in Church 

Sat 6th 2.00pm & 

 7.00pm Cinderella Rockerfella Pantomime in Church 

Sun 7th 10.30am  Holy Communion 

   + Messy Sunday for children 

 3.30pm Family Carol Service 

   in the Church Community Centre 

 6.30pm Joint Churches Prayer 

Wed 10th 7.00pm Half night of Prayer 

Sun 14th 10.30am  Morning Service 

  including collection of toys for families in need 

 1.00pm Pip & Jim’s Christmas Lunch 

 6.30pm Light Up a Life Service 

Tue 16th 1.00pm Midweek Fellowship Christmas Lunch 

Wed 17th 8.30am Morning Prayer 

Sun 21st 10.30am  Café Church in the Community Centre 

 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 

Mon 22nd 8.30am Mission Community Morning Prayer 

 Wed 24th  Christmas Eve 



 8.30am Morning Prayer 
 12.00pm Baptisms 
 4.00pm  Christingle Service 
 11.30pm Midnight Communion 
Thu 25th Christmas Day 

 10.30am Christmas Communion 4All 

Sun 28th 10.30am Morning Service 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cloth for the Cradle 

Christmas is often referred to as ‘a time for the children’. Whilst this is 

indeed true it would be easy for the season to become just a baby 

festival filled with sentimentality and commercialism. If we allow this, 

then we as adults lose the absolute mystery the Incarnation holds. Those 

who were involved and witnessed the Christmas story were all adults. 

Whilst there is something deeply moving about watching children re-

enact the nativity; we adults need to re discover the story from a grown 

up perspective. With this in mind, there is a service on Sunday 21st 

December at 5.30 pm at St Peters entitled Cloth for the Cradle. It is 

based on resources from the Iona community; is short and will allow 

space to prepare for Christmas in reflective quiet. 

When you arrive, you will see the empty crib at the centre of the church 

and a strip of cloth on each chair. During the service the strips of cloth 

are laid on top of each other, making a patchwork quilt on which a baby 

might be laid. At the Christmas morning service, the Christ-child is laid 

on the quilt; and the quilt remains as an intrinsic part of the nativity 

tableau at St Peters throughout the Christmas and Epiphany season.  

Whilst the action to lay the material at the crib is optional not obligatory, I 

would like to encourage you all to take part. The Holy Spirit can and 

does work through action as well as words and music. 2 years ago, Ian 

Milloy was deeply moved when he placed his cloth at the crib. He 

discovered the truth of Christmas in a new and profound way. He also 

admitted to me that he was not at all sure about moving out of his seat 

and placing his cloth at the crib, as it felt alien and ‘silly’. He, nor I, could 

explain what had happened as he did that 1 simple action, yet God crept 

in beside him. 

Can I encourage you to prayerfully consider if you should be at this 

service? It’s on a very busy Sunday, with Christingle, Beer and Carols, 

as well as the ordinary services clamouring for our support. Could you do 

with 40 minutes peace and calm to quieten your nerves? To take a deep 

breath before the big day? To turn your thoughts and heart towards 

Bethlehem, so long ago, and allow God to creep in beside you? If so, 

then see on the 21st at 5.30 pm. 

                                                                                      Ruth Howard 



  

 

What are the essential elements of a stunning night out at the        

theatre? 

  

A great show, a cast overflowing with talent, a stunning venue, a   feeling 

that you have experienced something really special? 

  

The Greatest Show on Earth delivered all of these, and more, in spades!  

St Peter’s Church was magically transformed into the home of a 

travelling circus, for one night only, to tell the story of the Nativity in a 

most moving way.  The cast, drawn from the Landmark’s Movez Maniax, 

Lee Club and Youth Circus, performed with skill and         

professionalism way beyond their years to deliver a fast moving,    

joyous retelling of the story of Christ’s birth.  The acting, singing  dancing 

and acrobatics (those bouncing sheep!) were of a very high standard. 

The band and La La singers under the able direction of   Lee Baxendale 

provided a lively, tuneful accompaniment to the young   performers. 

  

It would be wrong to pick out individual performances in such a great 

ensemble piece, but the Annunciation to Mary by a 10 foot tall solid silver 

Angel Gabriel has to be the most moving depiction of this     moment that 

I have ever seen. 

  

Carol Turner, Chani Turner and Lee Baxendale are to be               

congratulated on producing this excellent show and encouraging us at  

St Peter’s to extend the repertoire of what can be achieved in our 

building.  The Church continues to host a great variety of events and is a 

perfect performance space. 

  

Already, I have been asked whether this is an annual event – yes 

please!! 

                                                                                  Edwina Cooper 

 

 

 

The Greatest Show on Earth 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Giving instead of Taking 

Sometimes looking from the outside in, we don’t realise how 

thoughtful and giving our young people at Ilfracombe Academy are. 

We often see the bad side of them but few of us have the privilege of 

seeing what a wonderful bunch of students the majority are – but I do! 

As part of the Chaplaincy role the clergy have taken on we went in 
and did some harvest assemblies. I was involved in the one for the 
Sixth Form. As part of that, I challenged the students to look beyond 
themselves and outwards to the needs of the town itself. I talked 
about the food bank which we as churches have been supporting  
I suggested that when they went to Tesco instead of spending all their 

money on doughnuts, chocolate and sweets it would be good for 

them to buy something for the food bank.  

 

 I gave the example of how a 

packet of value spaghetti and 

a tin of tomatoes could make a 

meal for family of four and cost 

less than a pound. 

 So the challenge was made to 

make a difference. 

  

We left and I went to teach my classes as usual and within 30 minutes 

of the end of that assembly there was a knock on my classroom door 

and there was a line of students with bags from Tesco containing 

pasta, baked beans, tomatoes, meat balls and so much more. I was 

overwhelmed at the response and by the end of the day I had almost 

two plastic boxes of food. By the end of the week of collection there 

were eight crates plus some very large black bags. The picture below 

shows just a small selection of what we collected.  

So what am I trying to say, I think probably it’s a little like the saying 

“Don’t judge a book by its cover”. When you see some of the students 

being a pain, think beyond them to the majority who have big hearts 

and giving spirits and gave up donuts and chocolate to help the poor 

just like Jesus asks us all to do. 

                                                                                       Linda Walters 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Palestinian village of Taybeh, on the West Bank, is a small  Christian 

community.  In 2004 the Roman Catholic parish priest launched the 

production of the Taybeh Peace Lamp initiative as a means of 

encouraging worldwide prayer for peace in the Holy Land. 

The lamps are made in the village and provide employment for young 

people.  They are fuelled with olive oil, which also supports the local 

economy. 

The aim of the initiative is to have 100,000 lamps in churches across the 

world, reminding those who see them to pause and pray for peace. 

Based on the model of ancient oil lamps, each is decorated with olive 

leaves and has “Peace” written in nine of the languages commonly used 

in the Holy Land. 

The lamp, which is now in the Lady Chapel at St Peter’s, was first 

prepared and lit on November 11th 2014 by pupils from our local schools. 

Our aim is to keep the flame burning as a constant reminder of the need 

for prayer and vigilance if peace is to become a reality.  As you pass, 

please pause and pray. 

John Roles 

 

A Lamp for Peace  
  

An international appeal to pray for peace in the Holy 
Land 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 ‘Cloth for the cradle’ 
     

Sunday  21
st 

December 

  

5.30pm 

  

St Peter’s Church 
  

 

 

40 minutes peace and calm to quieten 
your nerves, to take a deep breath 
before the big day, and to turn your 

thoughts and heart towards 
Bethlehem, 



 

We are certainly paying for all those dry sunny summer’s days at  

present but then it is late November. Even if this weather does now stop 

the work in our big churchyard I would like to congratulate Erica and her 

band of gentlemen for all the work they have carried out thus far. What a 

difference they have made. Well done. 

  

November of course is the month Remembrance Sunday takes place. 

This year we commemorated the start of the WW1 one hundred years 

ago. On Sunday November 9th we had a combined sung Eucharist at 

Holy Trinity before the short service down at the War Memorial. This was 

followed by a Service of Remembrance in Holy Trinity. As this year is 

special the church was full and we added some chairs at the back too. 

The colours of many local organisations came to church including of 

course the British Legion, Scouting, Guiding and St John Ambulance. Fr. 

Robert took the service Fr. John did the Address and  the reading was 

read by Jon and Marion Crosbie’s son Major David Crosbie who is 

stationed at The Defence Academy near Swindon. 

  

Recently local resident and founder of John Fowler Holidays, John 

Steer-Fowler died. At the wishes of the family his funeral was private, it 

was officiated by Fr Robert. Our condolences go to his wife Suzy and all 

the family. John has been very generous to our church in the past with 

his annual charity donations. 

  

By the time you read this we will have had Lighting the Lights and  

Advent the quiet reflective time leading up to Christmas will have started. 

To Fr. Robert this is a very important time in the Church’s  calendar and 

his sermons for Advent will illustrate this. 

  

I do not think that there will be another Church Magazine before 

Christmas so on behalf of the congregation at Holy Trinity I would like to 

wish everyone in the Mission Community a Happy and Peaceful 

Christmas. 

                                                                                      Anne Beagley 
  

 

News from Holy Trinity 



 

I find it hard to believe that by the time this article appears in print we will 

be into Advent already.  However, as I write we are all looking  forward to 

“The Greatest Show on Earth”,  a musical about a circus troupe who tell 

the story of the Nativity in their own way, which will take place in St. 

Peter’s in a few days time, and will be a timely reminder of things to 

come!  I hope many of you will have attended this unusual slant on 

Christmas. 

 

We can also get into the mood for Advent with an unusual Advent 

Calendar, arranged by Chris Howard and Sharron Blackmore.       

Various shops along the High Street have each been given a number 

from 1 to 24, being December dates, and on their date, that shop will 

display its date in the shop window.  See if you can spot them all, a 

different one each day! 

 
Of course this month we had the usual services on Remembrance 

Sunday, and in addition this year Laurence Butler of Tinker Tailor  Party 

Shop played an amplified two minutes’ silence, complete with canon fire 

and a beautiful rendering of The Last Post and Reveille, out of his shop 

on the 11th day at 11 o’clock.  In recent years when about half a dozen of 

us had stood in silence on the High Street while most people went about 

their normal daily errands, it had become increasingly obvious that 

something needed to be done, and it was very gratifying this year to see 

people lining both sides of the road in      respectful silence, while even a 

few cars stopped.  So many congratulations were received afterwards 

that it will I am sure be an annual feature from now on. 

 

The Farmers’ Market continues to attract a few more visitors each 

month, so please don’t forget to support it, and Messy Church on the 14th 

broke all records with 82 children attending.  I think about 50 were 

expected, so well done Sheila and co for managing to feed them all!  The 

themes were St. Peter, and keeping promises, and Fr. Robert attended 

to tell them all about St. Peter and why he was so special.  I understand 

that they also made “rocky road” biscuits and various craft items all to do 

with the themes, and both parents and children enjoyed themselves.   
  

 

News from St. Peter’s 



I wonder how many of you shop on line, and don’t know about Easy 

Fundraising?  For each purchase you make on line Easy Fundraising will 

donate a small amount to the Church.  It costs you nothing, and can 

mount up:  We have already received several cheques from them. If you 

would like to take part, contact Sharron Blackmore on 01271 865477 for 

details. 

As far as our Church itself is concerned, we have this month had three 

censors fitted to lights in the Chancel, the Lady Chapel and St. Joseph’s 

Chapel,  and while the wiring was being put in place a large brass plate 

was uncovered, which it is thought was a control panel for the original 

heating system, many years ago.  It is rather splendid, and is about to be 

given a good polish.  Further research is ongoing. 

Although is seems a long way off at present, by the time the next 

magazine comes out it will be 2015!  Therefore I shall take this      

opportunity of wishing all who read this article a very happy and peaceful 

Christmas, and let us all wish for peace throughout the world next year.  

                                                                                        Anne Rumak 

  

 

 

Many of you will now know that Jeremy Clark, previous Vicar of Pip and 

Jim’s was recently diagnosed with cancer. 

It is a stage 4 melanoma, and humanly speaking, the prognosis is not 

good.  However, we have a great God, with whom nothing is           

impossible. 

Amazingly, Jeremy, Catherine and the family are recording their life as it 

progresses through a very encouraging blog:                        

http://tracingtherainbowthroughtherain.wordpress.com/  

We ask you to pray for him and the family, for whatever the future holds. 

                                                                                        Pip and Jim’s. 

  

Jeremy Clark 

http://tracingtherainbowthroughtherain.wordpress.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November has been a busy month, with the Remembrance activities well 

supported.  Our more-or-less- monthly shared lunch is always great fun.  

By the time you read this, our Joint Mission Community  Holy 

Communion Service will have been held at Pip and Jim’s.  The Alpha 

Course, currently running, has sparked some really interesting 

discussions. 

Midweek Fellowship have also been discussing - war and miracles, we 

have quizzed, have learned about icons and eaten lots of lovely food.  

Thank you to our cooks.  December will include a speaker from One 

Ilfracombe, Christmas entertainment (16th), Christmas Communion (23rd) 

and entertainment by Ian Lovegrove (30th).  Our January 6th speaker will 

be Geoff Hills.  As always, we are open to everyone, of all churches and 

none.  We meet in Pip and Jim’s Centre at 1.00 pm for 1.15 pm for a 2 

course-cooked lunch followed by a speaker or activity.  We particularly 

invite you to join us for our Christmas lunch with entertainment by young 

people on 16th.  Ring 867499 and leave a message to let us know if you 

are coming.  

Messy church is still thriving, having a record attendance of 80       

children in November!  Here at Pip and Jim’s, we have been holding 

Messy Sunday as a follow-up.  Currently held on 1st Sunday in the 

month, it will move to the 2nd Sunday in the New Year.   

Lots of members of Pip and Jim’s have been rehearsing very hard for 

our Pantomime; Cinderella, Rockerfella. It is happening in Church on 

Friday 5th and Saturday 6th December at 7.00 pm, with a Saturday 

matinee at 2.00 pm.  Tickets, which are free, are going fast.  Any left are 

available from Excel Embroidery and Tinker, Tailor.  There will be a 

retiring collection for Children’s Hospice South West. 

On Sunday 7th December at 3.30pm we will be holding our annual 

Christmas Family Carol Service where young children are particularly 

welcome.  This is held in the centre, and is not a quiet, still, meditative 

service!!  

  

 

News from Pip & Jim’s 



On Wednesday 10th there will be an Advent church Prayer Meeting, 

praying about our vision and values, which will become a half-night of 

prayer to help us be quiet, still and meditative in the rush-up (sorry, run-

up) to Christmas. 

Sunday 14th December Gift Sunday – we are having our usual       

opportunity to bring new toys/gifts (wrapped age/gender advised) to be 

given to those members of our community who do not have the 

opportunities we have.  However, we are also having a Gift Day; our 

opportunity to give a Christmas gift to Pip and Jim’s. 

Those of us fortunate enough to have been able to book, will then be 

going up to the Golf Club for Pip and Jim’s Christmas Lunch.         

Unfortunately they have not been able to fit in anything like as many as 

those who wished to come, so there will be another opportunity 

organised. 

Sunday 21st will be our relaxed Cafe church in the centre in the  morning, 

with our Candlelit Carol Service in the evening at 6.30 pm; followed by 

seasonal refreshments.  For many people, Christmas starts here!   

Christmas Eve.  At 4.00 pm we will be holding our Christingle service.  A 

church which goes from darkness to the light of the Christingles.  All 

those little faces full of wonder is a inspiring sight.   

Christmas Day.  Are you by yourself or would you find it difficult to cook a 

Christmas meal?  Would you like to join us at Pip and Jim’s Vicarage for 

lunch?  We would be delighted if you could join us at 1.00 pm.  If you 

need transport, please let us know when you ring to book a place on 

867499. 

                                                                                      Alison Rogers 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Remembrance – Mortehoe 

We had a very good number of mixed ages in church this morning for 

this service. Great to see the Brownies and a Guide. After the break their 

numbers have dropped since Sharon died. Since re-starting there are 

three, hopefully these will grow in numbers. The weather does tend to be 

a bit of a worry for remembrance. Our greatest     concern usually being 

rain. For all the years I have attended this    service I feel we have been 

blessed to have mainly fine weather. This year was a first with thunder 

all around us. Very dramatic! How   grateful we were to have it fine whilst 

we were out by the cenotaph and relieved that there wasn't any lightning. 

Someone quietly asked where the highest point would be and a voice in 

the background said 'Wilkie, I think it took away any fears we might have 

had. I do envy some their quick wit. 

  

6-30pm 9th November – a service of Communion and Healing. This 

seems such a good way to end this day, with times of silence and then a 

time for healing, time for memories and accepting the sadness of the 

huge loss of life from war – time for prayers for the peace we so long for. 

  

11th November – Tree planting at the Meadow with a tree planted for 

every local man who went to both world wars but sadly did not return 

home. I am told this was a wonderful moment and so enjoyed. The 

children were amazing and sang beautifully – lighting a Lucifer for a fag 

brought a smile for some present and, thank goodness, most of the 

children didn't know what a 'fag' was! After this members of the council 

went to join the Luncheon Club regulars for a meal and to   discuss the 

support needed to keep the club going. The regulars    enjoyed having 

the visitors, it was a good social moment for them and with the excellent 

meal provided I hope they could see what an  amazing service the 

Luncheon Club gives – thank to volunteers who cheerfully give their time 

to make it so special. It was wonderful that Mavis Clayton came from 

Ilfracombe to join them. 

  

News from Woolacombe 



This morning we celebrated our all age worship, now called 'Time for All', 

with welcome, warmth and worship. It was a wonderful service enjoyed 

by all, some amazing singing and a definite warmth of     welcome for all 

with us. It's so good to have some new folk with us some with their 

children. To enjoy it is a real bonus. It won't be long before we are 

making our way through December with the seeming burden of such a 

lot to do. I do wish we could just drop this 'burden' and enjoy this special 

time. I wonder how many will have the         decision to make on how 

many cards they can send by post – it's so expensive now, how sad if 

we can't keep in touch with people not in the area. 

  

Let us pray for all who are ill, their carers, all who grieve, for peace in our 

world, the homeless and the hungry, thanks to all who are giving so 

generously to the Food Bank in Ilfracombe. Please keep up the good 

work especially as the festive season approaches, let us share our 

blessings with those who have so little. 

I pray for a very blessed Christmas for all and a peaceful, happy and 

healthy New Year. 

                                                                                    Sheila Moston 
  

 

It hardly seems possible that, while writing about November happenings, 

we are approaching the last month of the year and looking forward to all 

that will take place in Advent and the Christmas season. 

Our Early Bird Services are progressing well and the numbers are 

growing. They are full of joy and it is great to see all the children with 

their parents each month. 

Apart from this and other routine Services, we have once again 

remembered all those who gave their lives and also the injured in the two 

World Wars and other conflicts since. The Church was full on 

Remembrance Sunday and, in spite of the weather we were able to 

stand at the War Memorial to hear the Role of Honour and observe the 

two minutes Silence. It concluded with a great clap of thunder  

which provided a fitting end to the ceremony. Our thoughts went out to 

those in Ilfracombe who seemed to be bearing the brunt of the storm 

News from Mortehoe 



while we all manage to return inside safe and dry. This year Linda, our 

Assistant priest shared her thoughts on the meaning of    Remembrance 

Day. We were delighted to see everyone from the two      congregations 

& parishes, all the representatives of the Parish Council, the 

Coastguards, Fire Brigade, the Police. It was particularly gratifying to 

welcome the small contingent of the re-formed Brownie pack who carried 

their banner into church  with great dignity. 

Remembrance Sunday was a joyful occasion, and a big surprise, for the 

members of St Mary’s congregation as we were able to welcome into 

church our newest member – five day old Lara Preece, We give thanks 

for her safe arrival and know that she will have a doting big sister in Kaia 

and loving   parents in Mel and Glen. We look forward to getting to know 

her better as the months go on. 

Those members of the community who go to the Cemetery may have      

noticed that there has been a recent ‘tidy up’. The windy weather causes 

havoc at times out on the point and keeping pace with all the devastation 

is difficult for Kevin with all his other work in the two villages. Our thanks 

go to three stalwart ladies who took on the task of clearing the debris. 

Thank you - Annie Cook, Sue Wilkinson and Karen Woodman. 

We are almost in Advent and look forward to some special Services.  

On Monday, 8th December – the North Devon Hospice ‘Light up a Life     

Service at 6.30 p.m.  

Our Christingle Service will take place on Sunday 14th December at 5 

p.m.(not on 7th December as originally planned). 

The Carol Service will be on Friday 18th December. 

Services and their timings over the Christmas period will appear 

elsewhere in the Magazine. 

All will be welcome at these Services. 

As it will be 2015 when you receive your next magazine, may I, on behalf 

of all at St Mary’s wish everyone a joyful Christmas and a peaceful New 

Year. Please remember all those who are ill, or in any kind of distress or 

trouble at this time and those who give up their own celebrations work so 

to give them the best Christmas possible. 

                                                                                         Bridget Brown 



 

 

I am very grateful to Ian Stuart for writing the News from Lee for the 

November edition. Thankfully, I am feeling much better having been so 

well looked after in North Devon District Hospital – we are so     

fortunate to have such a dedicated and caring facility.   

  

On All Saints Sunday the celebrant and preacher was the Rev. Ian 

Snares.  We were pleased to welcome him taking his first service in St. 

Matthew's although he has attended the Monday Mission       

Community Morning Prayer when it has been held in Lee.  He gave us 

an insight into his background, balancing it with a perspective of what 

actually makes a saint.   

  

Remembrance Sunday sadly found there to be only ten people in the 

congregation.  Happily, two further people came to the service      

outside at the war memorial where Giles read out the names of all those 

from this tiny village who lost their lives in the First and Second World 

Wars followed by two minutes silence – always a very moving occasion.  

Our church warden Margaret Hill laid the wreath on behalf of the church 

and I laid the wreath on behalf of Lee W.I. 

  

The next major event in our church calendar will be our annual carol 

service for which the choir has already been practising, so put     

Monday 22nd December in your diaries.  The service will begin at 6:30pm 

and afterwards seasonal refreshments will be enjoyed in Lee Memorial 

Hall.   

  

Please keep in your prayers Ruth Hawkins, Richard Howard and Fred 

Cooke together with those supporting them. 

  

Bob and I wish all the readers of the magazine a very happy time at 

Christmas and most of all, a healthy New Year.   

                                                                                  Elizabeth Gilliat 
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Deadline for January Magazine 

Copy to be included in the January edition of the parish magazine 

should be sent to Fr Robert at  

The Vicarage, St. Brannock’s Road, Ilfracombe.  

Copy should be sent to arrive no later than noon  

on Friday 16th December 2014 

  It may be sent by email to: 

robdharris@btinternet.com 

Please remember that late submission of copy leads to an       

inevitable delay in publication.  


