
Dear Friends 
 
The fourth of this month marks a hundred years since the start of the 

First World War, and there are all sorts of commemorative events taking 

place. During that conflict nearly nine hundred thousand soldiers and 

one hundred thousand civilians lost their lives. Many others were injured; 

families were torn apart. We may wonder why we want to remember it at 

all. 

 

But it was such a major part of people’s lives. There are lessons to be 

learned. We forget at our peril. As well as the tragedies, there were acts 

of heroism to be celebrated. The Reverend Geoffrey Anketell Studdert 

Kennedy – who became much better known as Woodbine Willie – visited 

injured and dying soldiers, talking to them and praying with them, as well 

as giving them packets of cigarettes, which is how he got his nickname. 

please don’t judge him for encouraging smoking; we know far more 

today about the dangers than they did then, and his motivation was to 

show the love of God to all he ministered to. 

 

In 1917, he was awarded the Military Cross after running repeatedly into 

no man's land to help the wounded. The citation said For conspicuous 

gallantry and devotion to duty. He showed the greatest courage and 

disregard for his own safety in attending to the wounded under heavy 

fire. He searched shell holes for our own and enemy wounded, assisting 

them to the dressing station, and his cheerfulness and endurance had a 

splendid effect upon all ranks in the frontline trenches, which he 

constantly visited. 

 

I don’t think any of us can know how we might behave in such 

circumstances unless we have experienced them – and I never have. 

However, I am challenged by such love for others. Do I have a heart 

which is more concerned for the needs of others than my own? How 

about you? 

 

 

 



In places in scripture the Christian life is portrayed as a battle. Fight the 

good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12). Join with me in suffering, like a good 

soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in 

civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding officer (2 

Timothy 2:3-4). Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

Put on the full armour of God, so that you can take your stand against 

the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms 

(Ephesians 6:10-12). 

 

I hope there is never another world war. I will always pray for peace in 

the world. But there is another kind of fight that we cannot avoid if we are 

followers of Jesus Christ. We are called to contend for all that is good 

and right and godly, and to overcome evil, standing up for what we 

believe. At times it will call for great courage. I may never (I pray) be 

literally in the line of fire as Woodbine Willie was. But I pray, too, that I 

will have as much courage as he showed in the battles I do face day by 

day. May that be a prayer we all pray. 

                                                                                         Michael Rogers. 

 

 

 

Mission Community Morning Prayer 
 

Each Monday the clergy of our Mission Community meet together at 
8.30 a.m. to say Morning Prayer, to pray for the parishes within the 

Mission Community and for the wider communities which we are called 
to serve. All are welcome to join us. 

 
Mon 4th August  St. Sabinus’ Church, Woolacombe  

Mon 11th August  Pip & Jim’s Church, Ilfracombe 

Mon 18th August  St. Mary’s Church, Mortehoe 

Mon 25th August  Bank Holiday, No Service 

 



Dates for your Diaries 
 

St. Philip & St. James, Ilfracombe 
 

Sat 2nd     2.00pm Baptism 

Sun 3rd   10.30am  Holy Communion 

        6.30pm Joint Churches Prayer 

Wed 6th    8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Sat 9th      2.00pm Wedding 

Sun 10th 10.30am  Morning Service 

Mon 11th  8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Wed 13th  8.30am  Morning Prayer 

        7.00pm Church Prayer Meeting 

Sat 16th  Wedding 

Sun 17th  10.30am  Holy Communion 

Wed 20th   8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Sun 24th  10.30am  4All Service for all ages 

        6.00pm Holy Communion 

Wed 27th   8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Thu 28th    7.00pm Church Prayer Meeting 

Sun 31st 10.30 am Morning Service 

 



Dates for your Diaries 
 

Woolacombe, Mortehoe & Lee 
 
 

Fri. 1
st
 to Mon. 4

th  
0 till 6 Mortehoe Scarecrow Festival 

Sun. 3
rd

 6.30 pm Scarecrow Service at St. Mary's, 

                                         Mortehoe 

Mon. 4
th 

10.00 pm Vigil for Start of WWI at St. Sabinus', 

                                         Woolacombe 

Wed. 6
th
 7.00 pm Healing Eucharist at St. Sabinus' 

Sun. 10
th 

10.00 am All-Age Service at St. Sabinus'  

                                         (Breakfast from 9.00) 

Sun. 10
th 

11.30 am Family Service at St. Mary's 

Sun. 17
th 

1.30 am Family Service at St. Mary's 

Thurs. 21
st
 7.00 pm   “Still Point” Quiet Service at 

                                         St.  Matthew's, Lee 

Sun. 31
st
 1.30 am Family Service at St. Mary's 

 

Please note that the Family Services at St. Mary's are in 

addition to the regular pattern of services. For full details, see 

our website: www.coastalparishes.org.uk.      

 

http://www.coastalparishes.org.uk/


Dates for your Diaries 
 

Holy Trinity & St. Peter’s 
 

 

Sun 3rd 10.00 am Breakfast, St. Peter’s Church 

  11.15 am All Age Eucharist, St. Peter’s Church 

  11.30 am Service of Remembrance, 

   Holy Trinity Church 

  3.00 pm Baptism, Holy Trinity Church 

Mon 11th 3.15 pm Service of Thanksgiving for 

   the Gift of Marriage 

   Holy Trinity Church 

Sun 17th 9.45 am All Age Eucharist, Holy Trinity Church 

  10.45 am Coffee & Cakes, Holy Trinity Church 

Sun 24th 8.00 pm Alternate, Celtic Service, 

   St. Peter’s Church 

Mon 25th 2.30 pm Renewal of Marriage Vows  

   & Service of Thanksgiving,  

   Holy Trinity Church 

Sun 31st10.30 am Whole Parish Eucharist & Parish Lunch  

     & farewell to Susan, Holy Trinity Church 

 

For details of our normal Sunday & Daily services please see 

the weekly newssheet or parish website. 



 

 



 

News from Pip & Jim’s 

 

The last month has been a strange one for me as my wife, Alison, has 
been away (in fact for 6 weeks altogether) helping family members in the 
Midlands. During this time, however, I have been magnificently looked 
after by members of our church fellowship, and I would like to say a huge 
thank you here to everyone who fed me and provided for me. Alison is 
now back home, and has put me on a diet! 

Plans for improving the church building are afoot, and the Churchworks 
Team, as the working group overseeing them will be called, held their 
first meeting (chaired by Kevin Constant) last month. There is much we 
would like to do, and phase one will be the replacement of the stage 
area at the front of the nave to incorporate a number of improvements, 
and the provision of a disabled toilet at the back. As progress is made 
full details, artists impressions and costings will be displayed in the 
church. 

There have been activities in the last month for members of different 
ages. On July 15th our Midweek Fellowship gathered at the Hele Bay 
Café for a cream tea. (Well, most of us had cream!) It was a glorious 
sunny afternoon, and we were able to sit outside right by the esplanade 
and enjoy the sea view and the company. 

Then, on Sunday 20th, gifts were given to all the children who have been 
attending Children’s Church during the last year. A longstanding tradition 
– known as the prizegiving – it was encouraging to see how many of 
them there are. As numbers swell, we are looking for more people to 
help with this work from September. One or two have shown some 
interest; please speak to me if you might be able to join them on one or 
two Sundays a month. We gave special thanks to Joyce Curtis and       
Jo Snares, who have carried the main responsibility for our children’s 
work. They were each given a plant in a pot as their ‘prize.’ 

Finally the church clock (about which I have been writing for months, but 
people keep asking) should restored to the tower on August 15th. 
Photographers, you may want to bring your cameras. 

Michael Rogers 

 



 
 



News from Woolacombe 

 

World War One exhibition July 4,5,6th 

The church was amazing to see, absolutely full of the most beautiful 

flowers and a wonderful scent. People spent ages slowly looking at the 

displays and the cards with the histories of the men involved in the war. 

Such sad reading, many were quite touched as they read them. Good to 

see the local names, to know more of their families and read of their life 

in the war which for many ended in death. All the names we have seen 

on our war memorials we now know more. Our thanks to all who worked 

so hard to put this on and the art exhibition in the down stairs room. 

Always amazing to see the gifts some of our local people have. Our 

special thanks to Mary Lethbridge who despite a broken wrist came each 

day to welcome people and chat with them about the show we put on, 

she was amazing to do so much after a fall and our thanks to Peter a 

great support to her and to others taking on so much to help with the 

necessary work to keep everywhere so beautiful. Our thanks to Jean 

Dodds for all the work she put into the information for the cards. 

 

Pat Mannings funeral 8.7.14 

This was an amazing day all through. It started rather dull and cloudy 

and looked like we might have rain. As we would be on the cliffs for the 

burial I prayed we could have some fine parts in the day. At 12-30 we 

walked into church in brilliant sunshine and warmth. The service was 

wonderful, great to have such wonderful hymns and the choir to help us 

sing them well, such a lot of people in church. Pat's wonderful family and 

so many of her friends. Pat had reached out to many newcomers in her 

time here, never wanting them to be lonely, often inviting them to the 

Country Dancing Club, a number of them were present today showing 

what a place of friendship it was. The word 'determined' was used many 

times as Pat had such character. She wouldn't be defeated by ill health 

and battled on. Down in the cemetery the sun continued to be our friend, 

it was wonderfully warm and a joy to be standing there. I loved to see the 

rose petals from Pat's garden being scattered into the grave, one thing 

was obvious, that Pat loved God's creation and all living things. 

 

 



She and Cyril worked hard to put Chapel Woods back into action and 

made it the wonderful bird sanctuary it is. Pat and Cyril loved to walk on 

the cliffs and to climb the rocks, counting the gulls eggs, checking their 

nests. She came each year to our service in June at Chapel Wood and I 

will see her in my memory sitting in the chapel, a gentle breeze around 

her, her thoughts so much of Cyril. I shall remember her arriving in a low 

slung Maxda MK5 sports car with Michael Pitt, both in their 80's. How did 

she get into it? How did she get out of it? This is how determined she 

was. 

 

It was amazing to meet her wonderful family, to see their love for her and 

the pain at their loss. There was such love for her in all present, we will 

miss her. 

 

Sea Sunday - Family Service July 13th 

What a wonderful service we had today with the Baptism of Harmony 

Burge. There was a good number in church with the family and friends of  

What a lovely baby she is, so well behaved all through the service. When 

Giles Baptised her, pouring water on her head, she looked at him in a 

bemused way almost saying - 'Now why did you do that' As it was Sea 

Sunday we had surfboards, body boards and a rescue board to be 

blessed for safety for all who get such delight in our sea and those who 

keep watch and save lives. The Coastguards had a display and the 

National Trust, also the local Marine Group who had beautiful pictures of 

the wonderful creatures we get on our coast. Dear Chloe was an 

absolute angel reading the prayer she had written on the beach, it was 

beautiful. Some lovely hymns and choruses and a Pam Ayres poem from 

Kevin Cook who read it so well and left us laughing at the end. It was a 

special service for us all, well started with a good breakfast, bacon roll, 

toast and coffee. Giles in an apron is quite something to see! It is good to 

see how much the children are involved in this service. 

 

July 16th - 

The Bishop of Crediton came to License Revd. Linda Walters as 

Associate Minister in our churches during our Communion Service. 

Members of the local churches came along to be a part of this special 

service and to show their love and encouragement for her wonderful 

ministry with us. A huge and delicious cake was made for our 



celebrations - enoyed by all. Many blessings Linda on all that you do for 

us in our churches. 

 

We continue to pray for all who are sick, for those who care for them and 

we remember those who have died. 

                                                                                           Sheila Moston 
 

News from Lee 
 

I reported last month that Bob Gilliat was back at home. He is making 

sound progress but it will be some time before he is ringing the church 

bell before services! It’s good to see him with his usual cheerful smile 

and good humour and we wish him well. News about Max King, 

however, is not good. Max was admitted to hospital in early July when he 

became very unwell and needed specialist care beyond which could be 

provided at home. At the time of writing these notes, a room was being 

prepared for him at Tyspane Nursing home in Braunton. By the time 

these notes are read we hope Max will be comfortably settled in 

Tyspane. He is much in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

All of us at St Matthew’s are delighted that Linda Walters has now been 

licensed as Associate Minister in the Coastal Parishes so that she will be 

continuing her splendid ministry and involvement here and at 

Woolacombe and Mortehoe, as well as being an integral member of the 

Mission Community. 
 

I mentioned last month that the Arts and Crafts Exhibition will take place 

in the Memorial Hall from 11.00 am to 5.00 pm each day from Saturday 

2nd August to Sunday 17th August and that the Church was planning to 

have a flower themed event in the church to complement the Arts and 

Crafts Exhibition. This would also commemorate those who gave their 

lives in the service of their country in both world wars and whose names 

are written on the splendidly restored War Memorial outside the Church. 

Plans are now well advanced for this event so, with lunches and 

refreshments also available in the Hall all day, there are very good 

reasons to come to our lovely village, spend a day here and invite all 

your friends and family to come as well! 

                                                                        Ian Stuart, Churchwarden 

 



News from Mortehoe 
 
Lots of things have been happening in the three Coastal parishes 

recently and not only at St Mary’s! 

In particular I did enjoy the beautiful and thought provoking displays at 

the Flower Festival in St Sabinus – Mary Lethbridge, Jean Dodds and 

their team of helpers are to be congratulated on all the hard work put in 

to stage the event with such a high standard of display. The Art 

exhibition in the Lower room was a revelation of hidden talent to be 

found in the two villages. The artists have certainly been hiding their 

lights under bushels!  

We were all back at St Sabinus for the Licensing of Linda, our Curate as 

Assistant Priest in the Mission Community. Communion was celebrated 

at a joyful occasion which reflected our appreciation of all she has done 

since joining us all. Again, a lot of hard work has been rewarded and it 

was good that the Bishop of Crediton was there to add his appreciation. 

Tea and coffee and a delicious strawberry-bedecked cake were 

consumed following the Service giving us all time to socialise.       

At St Mary’s the funerals of Marion Balment and Pat manning have taken 

place. The turnout at both funerals reflected the love and admiration in 

which they were both held. They will be sadly missed in our 

communities. 

All who attended the Baptism of Noah (Peter Robinson Hockley as he 

insisted on his full name at an earlier occasion, this year) and Clover 

Hockley thoroughly enjoyed the Service. Family and friends delighted in 

joining the children to perform “If you’re happy and you know it” with all 

the actions ably directed by the Vicar! It is good that couples who were 

married at St Mary’s want to bring their children back for Baptism.         

As I write we are looking forward to the Parish Picnic on Morte Point       

(weather permitting) following early Evening Worship for the Mission 

Community. If it rains we will be able to use the Village Hall  - someone 

has been hedging bets!  

I seem to be surrounded by detached heads and bodies at the moment 

and hoping that in the time left all the scarecrows will find all their parts 



ready to be on show for the Scarecrow Festival which is from Friday 1st – 

Monday 4th August from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. with a Celebration in the 

Village Hall on Monday evening from 6.30 onwards. There will be 

entertainment, buffet style refreshments and a selection of drinks (we 

have a licence) will be sold and all the winners will be announced around 

7 p.m. Full details are on the advert in elsewhere in the magazine. 

Proceeds from this event each year help St Mary’s Church to remain in 

good order and welcoming to all. PLEASE GIVE US YOUR SUPPORT – 

AND PRAY FOR FINE WEATHER. 

                                                                                            Bridget Brown  

 

Notes from Bittadon 
 
We have a lot of visitors to St Peters and many of them put a little note in 

our visitors book as they leave. 

 

One new and particularly poignant note has been added by a family from 

Worcester who must have been delving into their family history. 

 

"In the 1870s our grandmother played the organ in this church. She 

eloped through the window  with the farmhand from the big house next 

door" 

 

How interesting it would be if we are able to follow up these few words 

and find out what happened to this brave couple who did not follow the 

conventions of the age they were living in. 

 

Our bring and share lunch service conducted by Sue Oldham was very 

well received by all. We wish her well as she spreads her wings and 

takes on new tasks. We will all miss you Sue; our best wishes go with 

you. 

 

We had delicious things to eat and it was lovely to be able to spend time 

catching up  whilst  dining outside in very warm sunshine.  

                                                                                           Susan Jerrard 

 



 
 



News from Holy Trinity & St. Peter’s 
 
We started the month on a high note with St Peter’s Patronal Service, a 
combined service for HT and St P’s at St P’s followed by an         
excellent ‘bring and share’ lunch. Since then two members of the   
congregations have died. Jeanne Hardwick our Parish Archivist, long 
time communicant, secretary to the PCC and until recently a helper at 
Messy Church  Ian Malloy was a server at St. P’s and also helped at 
messy Church since it started. Both will be sadly missed and our 
thoughts and prayers are with both families. 
  
Fr. Robert held his first all male meeting, a BBQ in the vicarage      
garden, Being of the wrong sex I can report that which I have heard, it 
was enjoyed by all. Fr Robert intends to have another meeting next 
month so gentlemen look out for further details. 
  
I would like to congratulate St Sabinus Church on the wonderful      
displays of flowers at their recent Flower Festival. Well done. 
  
We have plenty to pray for in this troubled world at present, may God 
bring wisdom to the leaders of these war torn lands so that peace may 
prevail  
                                                                                     Anne Beagley 
  

 

Deadline for September Magazine 
 

    Copy to be included in the September edition of the parish 
magazine should be sent to Fr Robert at  

The Vicarage, St. Brannock's Road, Ilfracombe. 
 

Copy should be sent to arrive no later than noon 
on Friday 15th August 2014 

 
It may be sent by email to: 
robdharris@btinternet.com 

 
Please remember that late submission of copy leads to an 

inevitable delay in publication. 
 


